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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD 
Autumn	in	New	England	sparkles	with	wondrous	colors	as	the	leaves	lose	their	
chlorophyll.		This	year	Hope	Cemetery	was	excep>onally	beau>ful.		The	ancient	
copper	beeches,	giant	maples,	ash,	oaks	and	Japanese	maples		put	on	an	
amazing	display	and	released	their	leaves	by	the	thousands	as	our	staff	
traversed	the	cemetery	on	mowers	and	with	blowers	clearing	the	grass	of	the	
leaves.	Now	the	big	old	trees,	our	"Living	Sen>nels,"	show	off	their	interes>ng	
bark	and	twisted	trunks.		Humans	are	not	the	only	living	things	to	show	their	
age	with	changes	to	their	outward	appearance!		When	you	walk	in	the	
cemetery	take	>me	to	observe	the	tree	trunks,	especially	the	beeches...lumps	
and	bumps,	wrinkles	and	graying.	What	stories	the	trees	could	tell!		Remember	
the	cemetery	started	over	225	years	ago	and	expanded	significantly	in	acreage	
over	the	next	century	and	a	half.		Some	of	the	Ancient	Living	Sen>nels	need	
help	from	a	trained	arborist	if	they	are	to	survive	for	future	genera>ons	to	
enjoy.	

Winter	is	approaching	and	aOer	leaf	pick	up	work	at	the	cemetery	slows	down,	
the	aging	GMC	1-	ton	dump	truck	gets	put	up	for	the	winter	for	the	28th	>me,	
the	mowers	both	old	and	new	get	winterized	by	our	hard-working	dedicated	
seasonal	staff,	and	cemetery	burial	service	is	suspended	un>l	Spring.		However,	
you	are	welcome	to	come	walk,	ski,	snowshoe,	bird	watch,	enjoy	nature	and	
visit	the	gravesites	of	your	deceased	loved	ones	throughout	the	winter.		(Note:	
the	cemetery	roads	are	not	plowable.)	The	trails	on	the	80	acres	of	
undeveloped	land	are	now	well	marked;	our	trail	map	is	downloadable	on	our	
website.	(www.hopecemeterykennebunk.com)	

This	Fall	the	Hope	Cemetery	Board	of	Directors	began	work	on	a	long	range	
strategic	plan	based	on	the	reality	of	cultural	changes	in	aOerlife	choices	
occurring	across	the	country.		Crema>on	is	the	new	norm	in	the	United	States	
with	many	choosing	to	have	the	ashes	sca^ered,	not	buried.	By	2020	the	U.S.	
crema>on	rate	is	projected	to	be	54%,	an	increase	of	5%	from	2015.		Maine's	
current	crema>on	rate	of	72%	is	the	5th	highest	rate	in	the	country.		The	
implica>on	of	this	shiO	is	a	con>nuing	decrease	in	income	as	expenses	con>nue	
to	rise.	

We	invite	input	from	the	community,	
deed-holders,	family	and	friends.		
Please	feel	free	to	contact	us	by	
phone	or	email.		Come	visit	and	
explore	Hope	Cemetery	&	Woods,	a	
peaceful,	natural	seeng	in	
downtown	Kennebunk.	

Betsy T. Stevens 
President, Board of Directors
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TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS CONTINUE 
“I wanted to send my thanks for the beautifully 
maintained paths through your property.  We live in the 
adjacent neighborhood and appreciate that the paths 
have been extended and upgraded over time. 
It is a delight to have a place to enjoy the woods and 
meander through the paths without having to drive 
anywhere.  We've noticed many more folks and 
students taking advantage of the paths now.  
Your efforts in keeping the paths open and available to 
the public are much appreciated.” 
S.L. and H.B 

Over the past couple of years, an increasing number of 
people have discovered and enjoyed the vastly 
improved walking trails in the undeveloped portion of 
Hope Cemetery & 
Woods. This year 
in particular has 
been a time of 
significant work. 
Trails have been 
widened, cleared, 
and marked 
thanks to help 
from a variety of volunteers, including students from Jill 
Lamontagne’s Health class at Kennebunk High School. 
In early October, more than 60 students and other 
community volunteers spread wood chips, cleared fallen 
brush, and installed trail markers along the trails. 

This work (and much more 
planned for the future) is being 
coordinated by Hope Cemetery 
Board member Steve Mahler. His 
love for the outdoors and 
experience as a Boy Scout leader 
make him the perfect supervisor 
for this project.  

“We are very lucky to have this 
beautiful piece of property in the 
heart of Kennebunk for all to enjoy. 

I’m pleased to be able to help improve it and have been 
happy to share the spirit of volunteerism with the young 
people who’ve helped us,” said Mahler.  

Watch for updates in future newsletters as the work 
continues! If you are interested in being involved, please 
contact us at hopecemetery@yahoo.com or call Betsy 
at 985-2627.

STORIES FROM THE STONES 
In this issue, we feature a story told by Ted S.Trainer, a 
descendent of Capt. Benjamin Stone whose memorial stone 
is in Hope Cemetery. 

On a bright Fall day in 2014, I volunteered to help 
Betsy Stevens and a group of volunteers check the 
gravestones in the historic section of Hope Cemetery 
with the various maps she had marking their locations. 
I came to a little gravestone, leaning to the right and 
partially submerged, and lay on the ground to read its 
inscription. To my huge shock (with an involuntary 
scream which startled the others), I discovered it was 
Capt. Benjamin Stone, lost at sea in 1796 – my great, 
great, great-grandfather! I knew the genealogy of the 
Stone family in Arundel but had no idea where Capt. 
Benjamin’s grave might be located. There he was in 
the same cemetery where my wife and I had earlier 
bought a plot for ourselves! I am grateful to Hope 
Cemetery for cleaning and straightening this memorial 
stone, which was placed there by his brother John, 
who belonged to what was then the Second 
Congregational Church of Wells and is now  First 
Parish Unitarian Universalist Church of Kennebunk. 

Benjamin Stone, the son of Dixie and Elizabeth Stone, 
was born in 1767 and was lost at sea in 1796. 
Benjamin was the first of four known Stone men lost at 
sea. John Stone was captured by the British off Cape 
Porpoise in 1812 and died in Dartmoor Prison. 
Clement was the first mate of the Isadore, famously 
lost in 1843. The last Stone to be lost at sea, Edward, 
died in 1866. His memorial stone is also in Hope 
Cemetery. 
Through the 19th century in Kennebunk and Arundel 
the Stones were known as a humble family engaged in 
both farming and sailing (the daughters often married 
the ship builders and the sons sailed on their ships). 
There are several Stone wives in Hope Cemetery, as 
well as Jonathan Stone Perkins (d. 1871), Jonathan 
Stone (d. 1839), Israel Stone (d. 1844), Hannah Stone 
(d. 1847), Jane Stone (d. 1838) and the afore-
mentioned Edward Stone, lost at sea in 1866. The 
Stones also served in all of our national wars through 
the Spanish American War, with one, James Stone, as 
the Lt. Col. of the Maine 27th. James later raised the 
money for the Civil War monument next to Kennebunk 
Savings Bank on Main Street and became Speaker of 
the Maine House of Representatives.
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HOPE CEMETERY & WOODS IN THE 
WINTER   

“I read on the website that the cemetery is open from 
April 1st through November 30th. Why are you closed 
in the winter? Can we still visit and use the trails?” 

From December 1st through March 31st Hope 
Cemetery is closed, as are most cemeteries in areas 
with snowy cold winters. 

The layout of the cemetery itself is a reason for the 
cemetery to be closed. The beautiful Olmsted park-
like setting means that the roads aren’t wide enough 
or symmetrical enough for successful snow removal. 
Add to that the possibility of damage to stones close 
to the edges of these roads, and it just isn’t feasible 
to allow vehicles in during winter. 

However, the cemetery roads and the nature trails 
are always available for hiking, cross-country skiing 
or snowshoeing. Alternate plans will need to be made 
regarding parking. There is limited parking possible 
near trail entrances on Woodhaven Drive and Wood 
Pond Lane, and on Barnard Lane for those enjoying 
the main part of the cemetery. 

Historically, a receiving tomb was an important building in 
a cemetery subject to harsh winters.  The bodies of those 
who died in winter were stored in a receiving tomb, so they 
could be buried in the spring when the ground was soft.  
Hope Cemetery still uses its receiving tomb and has 
occasionally allowed other cemeteries to use the space as 
well. 

HELP WITH TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 
The	inscrip>ons	on	the	oldest	stones	in	the	oldest	sec>on	of	
Hope	Cemetery,	The	Old	Burial	Ground	by	the	First	Parish	
Unitarian	Universalist	Church,	become	less	decipherable	each	
year.		The	stones	date	back	as	early	as	1790.	We	need	
volunteers	to	record	the	inscrip>ons	before	the	informa>on	is	
lost	forever!		Please	contact	Betsy	Stevens	at	207-985-2627	or	
email	us	at	hopecemetery@yahoo.com.	

Did you know… 

The designation Consort or Relict on a woman’s 
tombstone during the 18th and 19th century  conveyed her 
marriage status. A Consort means 
her husband was still alive. A Relict 
means the woman had been a 
widow. Hannah Gooch’s tombstone 
tells us she was the Relict of 
Benjamin Gooch.  She died in 1874 
at the advanced age of 84 so it is 
not surprising that Mr. Gooch had 
already died.
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REMINDERS ABOUT PLANTINGS AND 
DECORATIONS 
The small staff of Hope Cemetery works hard to keep 
the cemetery looking its best, but they need your help. 
It is time-consuming (and in some cases unsafe) for 
them to take care of gravesites where items are 
placed inappropriately. 

Flowers are permitted only immediately in front of a 
monument.   
Potted plants are permitted on top of flush markers 
and behind raised markers if they are the only 
markers on the lot.  All potted plants MUST be 
removed from gravesites by Columbus Day. 
Winter decorations may be in place from December 
1st through March 31st. 
Artificial decorations may be in place ONLY during 
the winter from December 1st through March 31st. 
Glass, china and other easily breakable 
containers/objects are not permitted at any time. 

Please check our website for the complete list of 
Rules & Regulations 

PO Box 211 
Kennebunk, ME 04043

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


