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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD 
Welcome to the second newsletter about Kennebunk's Hope Cemetery & 
Woods, a non-profit 501(c)(13) cemetery corporation. As you will read 
elsewhere in this newsletter, our staff is busy back at work repairing winter 
damaged trees, smoothing out rutted roads and preparing for solemn burials 
through our warmer months.   Through the winter, the cemetery is closed for 
burials but open for visiting the grave sites of loved ones, and for public use for 
cross country skiing, snowshoeing, walking and bird watching.  

Hope Cemetery & Woods is an amazingly beautiful place.  The developed part 
is peaceful with shade from the summer sun.  The diversity of trees themselves 
form a sort of arboretum. The ages of these and other large trees is unknown 
but most have reached maturity.  The huge beech trees show some signs of 
disease. Significant action is needed on our long range plan for tree 
maintenance and replacement, but this is beyond the scope of our annual 
budget.  Additional funding will be necessary for this project. 

Word is getting out to the local community that people are welcome to access 
our trails year-round via the cemetery or several other access points off Fletcher 
Street, Wood Pond Lane and Woodhaven Drive.  Soon small trail signs will help 
direct newcomers.  See our trail map on our website 
www.hopecemeterykennebunk.com (click on News  and then Trails) or the town 
website www.kennebunkmaine.us (click on Healthy Kennebunk and then on 
Parks, Trails, and Boat Launches) 

Our wooded property adjoins town property around Wiggins Pond.  As I write 
this message, the pond is alive with spring peepers; you can hear them 
throughout the cemetery in the evening.  Salamanders have slithered to the 
pond to lay eggs.  Wood frogs use a vernal pool off the orange and red trails; 
their loud quacking sounds, like dozens of ducks, started two weeks early this 
year. I counted over 75 wood frogs on the pool's surface at the height of their 
frenzy. 

Many readers of this newsletter live far away and visit only occasionally or not at 
all.  Be assured that the mission of the cemetery, its staff and board is to 
maintain the high quality of maintenance promised to you (or whomever 
purchased a deed to burial).  If you have any questions or comments or wish to 
have a gravestone cleaned, please contact the cemetery office at 207-985-7846 
or email hopecemetery@yahoo.com.  

Neighbors, friends and newcomers - we welcome your input, and your 
questions too.  We hope to increase our community's awareness of the 
historical and current value of Hope Cemetery & Woods. 

Betsy T. Stevens 
President, Board of Directors
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TAKING CARE OF HOPE CEMETERY 
When walking or driving through Hope Cemetery it is 
easy to see that many hours of work are invested in 
maintaining this beautiful space.  Who does the work 
and what is involved? 

Since the cemetery 
was incorporated in 
1951 and the office 
was built, there have 
been a 
superintendent and 
small staff handling 
cemetery operations 
and upkeep. 

Tom Litchfield has 
been Hope 
Cemetery’s 
Superintendent for 
ten years. He and his 
staff of two (Mike 

Parker and Kavin Clark), are responsible for preparing 
foundations, mowing/trimming 25 ACRES of land each 
week and preparing grave sites for interments. They 
have additional part-time help from Bill Mosher, who 
comes in to help keep up with mowing during busy 
times. Bill has worked for the cemetery for over 40 
years. 

In his 10 years as superintendent, Tom has seen a lot of 
changes. Over the years, the number of cremations has 
steadily increased as burials have declined. While the 
main reason seems to be cost savings, there are also 
personal reasons for cremation versus burial. This is a 
trend that is being seen across the country and has a 
big impact on the ability to maintain the property with a 
constantly decreasing income.  

Tom and his crew work hard to keep expenses to a 
minimum. Basic maintenance and minor repairs of a 
tractor, mowers, and the dump truck are all done by 
staff. Subcontractors are used for excavation and major 
tree work because it is more cost-efficient. The only 
year-round staff member is the superintendent. 

For those who are still choosing to bury their loved 
ones, Tom says the arrangements run the gamut from 
basic to very extravagant.

He has seen mirrored vaults, vaults with laser photos 
etched on them (“you didn’t want to cover it with dirt”) 
and a giant birdbath that someone planned to install 
directly on top of their grave (“impossible to maintain”). 

Tom and his staff do an outstanding job, and the board 
of directors appreciates all of their hard work! 

STORIES FROM THE STONES 
In this issue, we feature a more recent cemetery “resident” 
that was a well-known and loved local legend. Arnold Hollis 
Truscott passed away at the age of 87 in 2009 after a brief 
illness. The following information was taken from his 
obituary. 

Arnold Hollis Truscott, a Christmas baby, was born in 
1921, the son of G. Hollis and Martha Edna Truscott. 
He was a life-long Kennebunk resident known to many 
as “Tweet.” He attended Kennebunk Public Schools 
and graduated from Becker Junior College in 1942. 
Following college, he served as a pilot in the United 
States Navy until 1947. Becoming a pilot was one of 
his proudest accomplishments, which helped forge his 
deep sense of patriotism, evidenced by more than 60 
years as an active member of the American Legion 
Post #74. For decades, each year before Memorial 
Day, he honored the graves of veterans with the 
American flag in both large and obscure cemeteries 
throughout York County.  

After his discharge from the Navy he started his own 
taxi service in the Kennebunk area and went to work 
for the United States Postal Service shortly thereafter. 
He retired as a rural mail carrier in 1980 after thirty-one 
years of service.  

Following his retirement from the post office, he was 
employed as a communications dispatcher for the 
Kennebunk Police Department for 11 years. After his 
second retirement, he enjoyed his home, time with 
family, vegetable gardening, puttering on his property, 
and was truly an unabashed home body. Also during 
these years, he became an antique car enthusiast, 
restoring a 1931 Model A Ford, attending antique car 
shows, and “swapping lies” with friends.  

“Tweet” Truscott represented the qualities of an ideal 
Mainer: hard-working, ambitious, and committed to his 
family, his community and his country. 

Left to right: Tom Litchfield, Kavin Clark, 
Mike Parker



Page �3

HONORING THEIR SERVICE 
Each year during the week 
prior to Memorial Day, 
American flags are placed at 
veterans’ graves in 
recognition of their service. 
This has been a tradition 
since long before Hope 
Cemetery was incorporated 
in 1951. It is important to 
recognize the people who 
fought for the freedoms we 
enjoy every day. Hope 
Cemetery allows placement 
of memorial flags from the 
weekend before Memorial 

Day to the weekend after Flag Day.  

“Why is there a limited period of time that flags are 
allowed to remain at grave sites?” 

Maintenance (trimming around the stones, mowing) 
takes longer when they are working around the flags. 
With 400+ flags/markers placed, it becomes very time-
consuming. This means it is difficult to keep up with 
their other duties (see “Taking Care of Hope Cemetery” 
on page 2 of this newsletter). 

Recently, another group of citizens who protect our 
communities has started to be recognized with flags as 
well – firefighters.  Long-time resident Dana Ingham of 
West Kennebunk, Firefighter/EMT and Deputy Chief of 
Kennebunk Fire and Rescue since 1992, has 
undertaken the task of finding all firefighters buried in 
the area. Each firefighter will 
be honored with a flag and 
marker placed during the 
same time period that flags 
are displayed at veterans’ 
graves.   

If you know of a firefighter or 
EMT who should be 
recognized, or if you have 
other questions, please 
contact Dana at 
207-468-1170.

DAY OF CARING 2016 
For the third year in a row, Hope Cemetery & Woods 
participated in United Way of York County’s Day of 
Caring.  

This year’s volunteers included 15 members of the team 
at Charter Oak Capital Management, as well as 20 
members of Kennebunk High School’s Class of 2018 led 
by their health teacher Jill Lamontagne. 

Outstanding progress was made on the nature trails in 
the undeveloped portion of the woods. Volunteers 
improved wet areas of the blue and yellow trails by 
bringing dozens of loads of wood chips to fill in low 
spots, creating corduroys using many small logs or thick 
sticks, and re-routing portions of the trails. 

Did you know… 

A cenotaph is a marker or monument 
erected in honor of a person whose 
remains are elsewhere. There are 
several cenotaphs in Hope Cemetery. 
Capt. Charles Barry (1811-1851), captain 
of the ship “William Lord” was lost at sea 
while sailing from Savannah, GA to 
Liverpool, England.  This monument in 
Hope Cemetery was erected in his honor. 
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CAN YOU HELP? 
If you’d like to become more involved with Hope 
Cemetery & Woods, we have a number of ways that 
you could volunteer.  Take a look at some of the 
opportunities below: 

Do you like to take walks? 
Trail Rangers are needed to occasionally walk our 
trails checking for litter, perhaps trimming small 
branches extending into the trail and reporting via a 
quick email to our office to let us know you checked 
and if anything significant needs attention.  Our staff 
keeps the central path mowed but they are otherwise 
fully occupied with cemetery maintenance.  

Looking for some exercise? 
Some spots on our trails are wet following heavy rain.  
Wood chips have been brought in by volunteers but 
they need "refreshing" at times.  We could use some 
stand-by volunteers we can rally together on an as-
needed basis to add chips onto the trails via 
wheelbarrow from chip piles at strategic locations. 

Interested in saving part of our community's 
history? 
The oldest section of the Hope Cemetery lies next to 
the Unitarian Universalist First Parish Church.  Typical 
of gravestones in old cemeteries, the inscriptions run 
from very brief to quite lengthy, some using words now 
archaic, most giving birth and death dates and many 
stating the relationship of the deceased to those then 
living.   As the stones have aged, and depending on 
the type of stone used, many inscriptions have worn 
away.  Before we lose the words of our town's 
ancestors, we need volunteers to transcribe what is 
written on each stone.   

Working in groups of two or more allows for more than 
one interpretation about what a word is or even a 
single letter.  School groups, Scout troops, church 
groups, individuals...all are welcome to volunteer.  
Times can be flexible. 

If you are interested in any of these activities, contact 
us at hopecemetery@yahoo.com or call Betsy 
Stevens at 985-2627.  

PO Box 211 
Kennebunk, ME 04043

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


