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From The Presidents of the Boards... 

No, there isn’t a mistake in the title - this is a letter from more than one President! With all of the work occurring 

with both the Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods and the Hope Cemetery Corporation, we feel it’s appropriate 

that both presidents write a joint message to you in this issue… 

2017 was a very exciting year for Hope Cemetery! The year started with the formation of Friends of 

Hope Cemetery & Woods, a non-profit organization established to support Hope Cemetery 

Corporation in its efforts to conserve the woods, maintain public access, and continue the high quality 

upkeep of its garden-style cemetery.  

The Friends, in collaboration with Kennebunk Land Trust (KLT), have been busy creating a 

Campaign Committee and beginning the process of how to best accomplish our main goal of raising 

funds to conserve Hope Woods and preserve the financial integrity of the Cemetery.  Many of you 

received a letter in November stating the plan to raise funds to place a Conservation Easement over 

approximately 75 acres of the Cemetery property with KLT acting as steward of Hope Woods.  The 

Conservation Easement will guarantee that the land will never be sold for development and will 

continue to be available for the enjoyment of the public.  When the Campaign is successful, we will 

have improved the fiscal status of the Hope Cemetery Corporation well into the future. 

This Fall, the Friends, with input from KLT and assistance from a professional conservation 

consultant, filed a grant with the Land for Maine's Future (LMF) organization.  We’re pleased to report 

that our grant request for $250,000 was approved in full.   This approval is just the beginning; there 

are a number of technical and legal requirements we must meet, including providing matching 

funding. 

Hope Woods abuts the Town-owned Wiggins Pond property to the west.  This Fall we encouraged 

the Kennebunk Board of Selectmen to permit the Town Manager and Town Engineer to submit a 

municipal grant application to the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). A decision is 

expected in early 2018. 

We will keep you informed as we move forward.  Thank you for your support. 

George C. Harrington, President, Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods 

Betsy T. Stevens, President, Hope Cemetery Corporation 
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Help us Keep You Informed 

We have many readers who have different addresses at different times during the year, and we 

don’t want you to miss any of our updates. We’d also like to offer the option to receive updates 

and newsletters via email  for those who are interested. We’d greatly appreciate it if you’d send us 

an email  (friendsofhcw@gmail.com)  or drop us a note in the mail (PO Box 1550, Kennebunk, ME 

04043) with your mailing addresses and the dates you are at each address.  THANK YOU! 

Mapping of the Old Church Yard 

In Fall 2017, two interns from University of New England began the Hope Cemetery Mapping 

Project, a long-term project with the ultimate goal of having a searchable online database available 

to the public. The project was designed and directed by Susan 

Bickford, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) specialist at 

Wells Reserve and former GIS instructor at UNE. The initial 

phase of the project was to create an interactive map of the Old 

Church Yard section of the cemetery. Jessica Stumper and 

Brenton Murphy, both Marine Science majors who are also 

pursuing minors in GIS, took on this initial phase of the project. 

 

Work began with manual recording and photography of each of 

the 270 gravestones in that section. Research was done to 

include additional historical information. All information was 

entered into a spreadsheet and then an online mapping program 

was used to create the interactive map. Four members of the 

Hope Cemetery Board of Directors attended the students’ 

presentation of the results of their work and were extremely impressed. The map can be viewed on 

our new website (see related article). 

 

The Hope Cemetery Project was developed to allow future interns to seamlessly pick up the project 

where the last students left off. A new intern, Kristofer Olson, is scheduled to work on another 

section of the cemetery for the Spring 2018 semester.  We are very fortunate to have the talent and 

hard work of Sue and her students! 

Did You Know… 

Epitaphs are sayings on gravestones that continue to be used today.  In Colonial America epitaphs 

often administered warnings about the certainty of death. As attitudes toward death changed, 

epitaphs changed to convey hope and/or grief.  Some are short and some are longer.  Here are a 

few examples: 

Sally Fay Towle (1797-1852):  After severe suffering of one week which she 

bore with calm resignation and unshaken confidence in her God 

Abel M Bryant  - (1798-1880):   His work is done and he is at rest 

Horace P. Nason (1825-1847): Think not cold grave, that we resign 

                                                   This Treasure to be always thine: 

                                                   We only ask for it to stay 

                                                   Till heaven unfolds eternal day                           
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Land for Maine’s Future Awards $250,000 Grant 

This Fall, Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods (FHCW), in collaboration with the Kennebunk Land 

Trust (KLT) and the assistance of a professional 

conservation consultant, filed a grant with the Land 

for Maine's Future (LMF) organization. As part of the 

application process in November, Tom Wellman, 

Chair of the Board of KLT, and George Harrington, 

President of FHCW, made a presentation in support 

of our grant request before the LMF committee.  We 

were amazed and gratified to be informed shortly 

thereafter that our grant request for $250,000 was 

approved in full.   As with many grants, this approval 

is just the beginning; there are a number of technical 

and legal requirements we must meet, including providing matching funding. 

Hope Woods Trails Available for Winter Enjoyment 

Although Hope Cemetery is closed for the winter, many people like to get out to enjoy the beauty of 
winter in Hope Woods. The trails are ready and waiting for snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. 
Our trail stewards try to get out to make sure trails are free of any branches that may fall during 
winter storms. Parking access is more limited; look for a spot to park on Barnard Lane and let your 
trip include the cemetery, or park on Wood Pond Lane. Future plans include placing benches at the 
entrances to the trails to make it easier to put on/remove skis and snowshoes. 

Town of Kennebunk Applies for Grant 

Hope Woods abuts the Town-owned Wiggins Pond property to the west.  This Fall  the Town of 

Kennebunk submitted a municipal grant application to the Land and Water Conservation Fund 

(LWCF). This grant is intended to provide 

funds for the Town to dredge the pond to 

its previous condition as an ice pond, 

create a berm with an overflow feature, 

and make universally accessible trails 

which connect with trails in Hope Woods.  

Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods paid 

our professional land consultant to 

prepare and file this grant in cooperation 

with Town officials.  A decision is 

expected in early 2018. 
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PO Box 211 
Kennebunk, ME 04043 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

New Website Coming Soon! 

In the early months of 2018, we will 

have a fresh new look for our 

website! Thanks to the talent and 

effort provided by Dietz Associates, 

the website will have more 

information and will be in a format 

that includes more beautiful images 

of Hope Cemetery & Woods.  Learn 

about the history of the cemetery, 

read the stories of some of the 

people buried there, download a 

copy of the map showing all of the 

nature trails in the Woods, learn how you can volunteer, and catch up on past newsletters and 

press releases. We think you’re going to love it! 


