
There is a hidden, and threatened, treasure nestled behind Kennebunk Free Library and the Unitarian Church, 
across from where Summer Street intersects with Main Street.  Hope Woods, 72 acres of undeveloped forest 
and open meadows containing a network of trails and an abundance of wildlife, provides a natural oasis of open 
space adjacent to Kennebunk’s bustling downtown area.  It is also a prime location, zoned for development, 
surrounded by residential neighborhoods, within easy foot access from Kennebunk High School, and recently 
appraised as a 55-lot residential subdivision. 

Hope Woods belongs to Hope Cemetery, one of the most visible reminders of Kennebunk’s rich history.  
Established in 1790, the Frederick Law Olmstead inspired park-like cemetery is the final resting place for 
generations of our citizens, chronicling more than 200 years of the Kennebunk area and its people.  Today, 
Hope Cemetery finds itself struggling to maintain the cemetery, placing the future of Hope Woods in question.   

The Hope Woods Conservation Initiative seeks to raise $1.4 million to create a permanent sanctuary of 
tranquility and natural beauty in the heart of Downtown Kennebunk, where residents and visitors alike can 
seek peace and rejuvenate on lands linked to our past.  
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Hope Woods is an exceptional recreational area. It is within walking distance of all who live in and around Downtown 
Kennebunk, as well as the many visitors that come to dine, shop, and sightsee. It is a perfect place to take a morning 
bird walk, a leisurely stroll, or an energetic jog; all in a beautiful natural area away from traffic and Kennebunk’s 
bustling business district.

A network of trails meander through deep mature woods, open meadows, and through a 200+ year-old graceful 
cemetery, all contained within a richly diverse wildlife habitat. It provides a destination for local school groups and 
clubs to be outdoors and experience streams, ponds, fields, and a diversity of plants, animals, and birds.

While historically Hope Woods has largely been a hidden treasure, it is growing in popularity as residents and visitors 
discover this scenic natural area. There is tremendous potential to expand and improve trails and trailhead facilities, 
including the construction of universally accessible trails and handicapped parking, which would make this area a 
premier in-town recreation destination.

“It’s rare to have a hidden gem like Hope Woods so close to the 
downtown village of Kennebunk where we live. After hiking all over 
the world, we are inspired to protect the tranquil streams, sheltering 

woods, and old paths right in our back yard.” 
 - Kate Cheney Chappell and Tom Chappell

A REFUGE FOR RESTORATIVE RECREATION

“Hope Woods is greatly valued by Kennebunk residents.  
The publicly accessible open space in Hope Woods 
enhances the quality of life and economic prosperity of 
our community.”
  – Michael W. Pardue, Kennebunk Town Manager



AN ECOLOGICAL OASIS
Hope Woods is also a significant ecological treasure, known to be 
home to a diversity of wildlife including wild turkeys, moose, raccoons, 
opossum, fisher, coyote, deer, snakes, salamanders, hawks, owls, and 
a wide variety of songbirds.  The woods contain a diversity of notable 
natural features including centuries old white pine, eastern hemlock, and 
red oak; several plant species of special concern; and breeding habitat for 
a variety of bird species.  

Barred Owl
Blackbird
Bluebird
Blue-headed Vireo
Blue Jay
Broad-winged Hawk
Canadian Geese
Cardinal
Chickadee
Common Grackles
Eastern Wood Pewee
Egrets
Goldfinch
Great Blue Heron
Great Crested Flycatcher
Hermit Thrush
Horned Owl
Kingfisher
Kinglets
Mallard
Northern Oriole
Nuthatch
Pheasant
Purple Finch
Red-eyed Vireo
Red-winged Blackbird

Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Ruffed Grouse
Rusty Blackbird
Scarlet Tanager
Sparrow
Titmouse
Wild Turkeys
Wood Duck
Woodpecker
Wren
Veery Thrush
24 warbler species 
including
• Yellow Warbler
• Chestnut-sided Warbler
• Louisiana Water Thrush
• Northern Water Thrush
• Ovenbird
• Black Warbler
• White Warbler
• Nashville Warbler
• Common Yellowthroat
• American Redstart
• Prairie Warbler
• Pine Warbler Waxwings

BIRD SPECIES SPOTTED 
IN HOPE WOODS

“Hope Woods hosts a surprisingly varied forest habitat given 
the in-town setting.  As residential development continues in the 
Kennebunk growth area, there is the potential for Hope Woods to  

become a migratory stopover as significant as Evergreen Cemetery  
in Portland.”   - Steve Walker, Wildlife Biologist and Wetlands Ecologist



A CRITICAL PART OF A THRIVING COMMUNITY
Hope Woods, at its heart, is a project aimed at benefiting the Kennebunk community.  Its location is key to this objective – 
adjacent to downtown, surrounded by dense residential development, adjacent to Kennebunk High School, and connecting 
with a town preserve and a beautiful historic cemetery. Over the past decade, other towns in Maine have developed in-town 
trail systems which have proven to be hugely popular with residents and visitors alike, drawing people of all ages and abilities 
outdoors for exercise and enjoyment of the natural world.  

The conservation of Hope Woods and the development of a high-quality trail would preserve an exceptional amenity within 
Kennebunk’s thriving center, further enhancing it as a welcoming destination and ensuring its future vitality and growth. 

Hope Woods is a 72-acre natural oasis located adjacent to the busy downtown Kennebunk shopping district, 
immediately behind the Unitarian Church steeple shown above.

“Hope Woods is a natural gem right in the heart of our community. It is a place where people can enjoy woods and 
wildlife, peace and quiet, within a very short walking distance from the center of town. It is a resource to be treasured 
by the residents and visitors of our community, and its permanent protection by us today will leave a land legacy that 

will be enjoyed and appreciated by future generations.“ - Paul Dest, Treasurer, Kennebunk Free Library Board of Trustees

A SACRED RESPONSIBILITY
Hope Woods is owned by Hope Cemetery Corporation, a non-profit organization dedicated to maintaining Hope 
Cemetery. The careful maintenance and landscaping of Hope Cemetery has traditionally been supported through the 
sale of burial deeds and donations. However, a decades-long shift away from full burials to cremation (and spreading 
of ashes) has had significant financial impact on cemeteries nationally. For Hope Cemetery Corporation, this trend 
has undermined its long-term financial viability, forcing its Board of Directors to seek funding from new sources or risk 
having to turn the property and its care over to the Town of Kennebunk, as Maine statutes requires.

STEWARDS OF THE PAST PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Unfortunately, this has created a very real threat to the future of Hope Woods.  Hope Cemetery Corporation does not 
have the available cash resources to maintain the cemetery long into the future.  Hope Woods is a very valuable asset, 
which, if sold, could support the cemetery’s operations well into the future. It is a prime location, zoned for development, 
surrounded by residential neighborhoods and near to the village center. A recent appraisal of the property determined 
that its most valuable use would be as a 55-lot residential subdivision. 



A SINGULAR OPPORTUNITY
The Hope Cemetery Corporation Board of Directors recognizes the tremendous recreational, ecological, and historic 
values Hope Woods brings to the Kennebunk community; yet, it has no other fiduciary option than monetizing the 
value of Hope Woods, its only “non-essential” asset. The solution is to sell a conservation and recreational access 
easement on the Hope Woods property to forever preserve it as open space and ensure access for the public, 
rather than selling the land for development.

A new organization, Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods has been created to lead the Hope Woods
Conservation Initiative. 

A TRUSTED CONSERVATION PARTNER
In recognition of the tremendous natural and recreational values Hope Woods brings to the Kennebunk community, 
Kennebunk Land Trust has agreed to work with Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods to support the campaign and 
to hold and enforce the conservation easement on the property.  Founded in 1972 to preserve and protect significant 
natural spaces in the Kennebunk/Arundel Region, Kennebunk Land Trust is one of southern Maine’s oldest working 
land trusts. Kennebunk Land Trust has preserved over 3,400 acres of forest, fields, and waterways, more than 
300 acres of which are protected through conservation easements. 

“Hope Woods is a jewel hidden in the middle of downtown Kennebunk.  
Sustaining it long into the future as a public asset is very important to the community.” 

  - Robert Metcalf, Chair of the Town of Kennebunk Comprehensive Planning Committee



 

Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods will oversee recreational 
management of Hope Woods.  All proceeds from the sale of the 
easement will be used toward the perpetual care of Hope 
Cemetery and the thousands of Kennebunk citizens, including 
more than 800 veterans, who chose Hope Cemetery as their 
final resting place. 

Please join us.

The Hope Woods Hidden Treasure Campaign seeks 
to raise $1.4 million. Funds will be used to:
• Purchase a conservation and recreational access  
 easement. The Hope Woods easement will prevent
 future development, protect wildlife habitat, and  
 guarantee non-motorized public access to the
 property including rights to improve and maintain  
 the trail system.
• Fund Capital Improvements. Enhance the
 Hope Woods trail system to better protect the
 ecological value of the property and construct a
 universally accessible trail.
• Create a trail maintenance and recreation fund to
 ensure that the Hope Woods trails are well cared
 for and resources are available to support a variety
 of recreational, ecological, and educational
 programs within Hope Woods.
• Create an ecological stewardship endowment to  
 fund KLT’s easement monitoring and enforcement  
 responsibilities.
• Pay all project & fundraising expenses.

PROJECT COSTS $80,000

CONSERVATION & PUBLIC
ACCESS EASEMENTS
$770,000

$100,000 
HOPE TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS

TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
& RECREATION FUND 
$300,000

KLT EASEMENT 
STEWARDSHIP FUND 
$50,000

FUNDRAISING $100,000

HOPE WOODS CONSERVATION INITIATIVE 
$1,400,000
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HOPE WOODS CONSERVATION INITIATIVE 
INCOME DISTRIBUTION

Friends of Hope 

Cemetery & Woods, 

with the help of 

Kennebunk Land Trust, 

raises $1.4 million for 

the Hope Woods 

Conservation Initiative

$770,000 
will be paid to Hope 

Cemetery Corporation to 
purchase the easement and 
grow their investment fund

$50,000 
will be invested in KLT’s 

Stewardship Fund to 
monitor the Hope Woods 
Conservation Easement

$400,000 
will go to Hope 

Cemetery &  Woods

$180,000 
will pay for projects 

& fundraising expenses

$100,000 
will go to fund significant 

trail enhancements in
Hope Woods

$300,000 
will be held in a 

Hope Woods Recreation & 
Trail Management Fund

$80,000 
will cover transaction 

costs, land use planning, 
and legal fees

$100,000 
will cover fundraising 

expenses

AN OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST IN COMMUNITY


