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From The Presidents of the Boards... 

Since our letter to you last summer, the Hope Woods Conservation Initiative has been moving 

steadily toward success. With donations, pledges and grants totaling $1.2M, we are now soliciting 

donations from the community and local businesses to reach our goal of $1.4M. Last November, local 

townspeople voted a resounding "YES!" to a ballot question asking if Kennebunk should donate 

$100,000 from surplus funds to the campaign to preserve Hope Woods.  Thank you Kennebunkers!   

At this same time, the necessary legal documents are being prepared for the Kennebunk Land Trust 

to hold the conservation easement on the Woods, and to meet the requirements for us to receive the 

Land for Maine's Future (a State agency) $250,000 grant awarded to us last winter. 

Beyond the Initiative, many other things have been happening at the Cemetery. College interns 

working from The Wells Reserve at Laudholm under the guidance of Sue Bickford continue a huge 

project begun over a year ago mapping all areas of Hope Cemetery and linking the burial information 

to each grave site. The Old Church Yard work is complete, and Division 1 plots have been recorded 

and owners identified.  

In Hope Woods, over the past six months, Master Naturalist Gordon Collins led a number of guided 

walks, York County Audubon hosted a tree walk, and countless visitors enjoyed Hope Woods on their 

own – many for the first time.  We extend our sincere thanks to Chief Trail Steward Steve Mahler and 

all of the Trail Stewards who work with him to continue widening the trails, keeping trails debris-free 

and trimmed, and building bridges over wet areas.   

If you haven’t yet contributed to the Hope Woods Conservation Initiative, we urge you to join us. Help 

to support Hope Cemetery's fiscal status and to preserve Hope Woods for generations to come. 

As always, we welcome your questions and input. 

George C. Harrington, President, Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods 

Betsy T. Stevens, President, Hope Cemetery Corporation 
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Memories Shared of Hope Cemetery & Woods 

Hope Cemetery and its Woods hold special  memories for many people, and some have been 

kind enough to share them with us.  If you have memories you’d like to share, please email us at 

friendsofhcw@gmail.com.  In this newsletter we share excerpts from an essay by Richard Bedard. 

As a young boy, Richard often walked to the cemetery with his grandmother and her friend.  

“I only have the fondest memories of beautiful days in a place of great beauty and peace, where 

the only sound might have been their soft voices as they spoke to one another and often laughed 

together...Then it was truly a land and place of great beauty and a little bit of magic. Not far into 

the woods I would find a lolly-pop hanging from a tree or bush - never to ask how or why. Then 

one of them might point to a spot in the pine needle blanket and suggest I dig a little with my small 

hands. After parting a few of the pine needles I usually found a copper penny – all mine to keep.” 

“Due to these early experiences I’ve always had a love and 

admiration for all cemeteries; and never understood how others 

might dislike them or even fear such places...A place of great 

beauty and peace is so important to all during every stage of our 

life; and Hope Cemetery and Woods are truly unique in that regard.” 

Richard wrote this essay in honor of his Nana, Eva Arvilla (Dana) 

Gilpatric (1883-1958), on the 60th anniversary of her death on 

December 14, 1958. She is buried in the Gilpatric lot in Hope 

Cemetery. 

Cemetery Traffic 

The narrow roads in the cemetery can present some challenges. While the cemetery is closed for 

the winter, a committee is being formed to review traffic flow and how to best respect the needs of 

those visiting the graves of their loved ones.  

Did You Know… 

Hope Cemetery has several examples of the popular nineteenth-century 

draped urn mortality symbol. The drape was viewed as either a reverential 

accessory or a symbol of the veil between earth and the heavens.  

The Nicholas Smart family monument is topped with a draped urn.  One of 

the tablets memorializes Nicholas &  Dorothy Smart’s daughter  Susan 

Symonds,  her husband Capt. William Symonds, and  their only child Susan.   

 

The family perished in 1874 :  

“On board the Ship Kingsbridge                                        

under his command which sank  

in the English channel in consequence  

of a collision with the Ship Candahar .”                                                                                                  
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Hope Woods Conservation Initiative Updates 

The outpouring of support for the Hope Woods Conservation Initiative has been encouraging and 

humbling. We’re currently within $200,000 of our $1.4M goal! 

We are extremely grateful to the voters of Kennebunk who, in the November 6, 2018 election, 

overwhelmingly approved a $100,000 contribution to the initiative from the town’s surplus fund.  

Donations from community members, business owners, and cemetery deed holders, as well as 

grant approvals from the Virginia Hodgkins Somers Foundation and the Maine Community 

Foundation, have brought us to our current total of $1.2M. 

If you haven’t contributed yet (or would like to make another donation), now is the time!  All 

donations made are currently being matched 2:1. For every dollar donated by community 

members, Kennebunk Land Trust and Maine Coast Heritage Trust will each donate a dollar. 

Kennebunk Land Trust will match up to $100,000 and Maine Coast Heritage Trust will match up to 

$50,000.  Download a pledge form (or donate via credit card) at the campaign page on our website 

https://hopecemeterykennebunk.com/hope-woods-conservation-initiative. 

A Picture Perfect February 

Help us make it a Picture Perfect February in Hope Woods by sharing your photos taken in Hope 
Woods during the month of February! We’ll share them on our Facebook page (and perhaps in 
future newsletters). All who submit a photo will be entered into a random drawing for prizes (adult 
drawing for 16 and up, children’s drawing for 15 and under). Email your photos to us at 
friendsofhcw@gmail.com or tag us on Facebook (Friends of Hope Cemetery and Woods). For each 
entry please let us know your name, the date the photo was taken, and if taken by an adult or child. 
Entries must be received by  February 28th to be eligible for the prize drawing. 

Winter in Hope Woods 

Although the cemetery is closed for the winter, the trails in Hope Woods 

are open daily from dawn until dusk for the public to enjoy. Walk, 

snowshoe, or cross-country ski along the trails and enjoy the beauty of  

the woods in winter.  Park along Barnard Lane and include the cemetery 

as part of your trip!  Download a copy of the trail map from the Woods 

page of our website: https://

hopecemeterykennebunk.com/

woods 

Pictured on the left is one of the 

new bridges installed in the fall by 

our trail stewards. We cannot 

thank them enough for their hard work to keep the trails in 

great condition for everyone to enjoy.  

If you’d like to join the trail stewards, contact Steve Mahler, 

Trail Steward Manager, via email at 

friendsofhcw@gmail.com or via phone at 207-251-3225. 
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PO Box 1550 
Kennebunk, ME 04043 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re Within Reach of Our Goal! 

As of today, we’ve raised $1.2 M of our $1.4 M goal. Please help put us over the top!  Due to 

generous challenge grants from Kennebunk Land Trust and Maine Coast Heritage Trust (see article 

inside for more details), all donations will be matched 2:1. A pledge/donation form is available to 

download from the campaign page on our website, https://hopecemeterykennebunk.com/hope-

woods-conservation-initiative. You may also make a credit card donation directly by clicking on the 

DONATE button on that page.  


