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From The Presidents of the Boards... 

This past May, the formal opening of the new Universally Accessible Trail was held under the 

auspices of our local Chamber of Commerce. We proudly showed off the trail, the new information 

kiosk, and the new parking area which includes a designated spot for handicapped accessible 

parking large enough for a van. We have been pleased to note more and more visitors, including 

those with mobility or vision issues. A video of the ribbon-cutting ceremony can be found on the 

Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods Facebook page. 
 

The increased traffic to the Hope Woods trailhead has become a concern. Please observe the new 

directional signs and the locations of the new parking areas. In particular, please do not park along 

the side of these lanes-they are so narrow that any car passing will more than likely drive over a 

grave marker. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

We have concern for the health and well-being of our large sentinel trees in the Cemetery including 

towering Native Hemlocks, seven large Native Ash trees, and the beautiful, ancient Copper Beech 

trees.  Invasive, non-native Emerald Ash Borer Beetles and Hemlock Woolly Adelgid are potential 

killers of our trees.  We have sought advice from arborists and have begun treatment for prevention 

of an infestation.   Annual tree work continues this fall with pruning and cabling where necessary.  

This work has greatly reduced the number of branches falling from our trees and we hope this work 

will prolong the life of the trees. 
 

We have been fortunate to have received several varieties of specimen trees: an American Liberty 

Elm, three American Chestnuts, white pines, and an heirloom apple tree of the variety Salome. We 

are preparing them all for their first winter and looking forward to their new growth next spring. 
 

Although the cemetery closes for the winter at the end of November, the Hope Woods trails continue 

to be open for walking, snowshoeing, or skiing. We hope many of you will enjoy them. 

 

Betsy T. Stevens, President, Hope Cemetery Corporation 

George C. Harrington, President, Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods 
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Vehicular Traffic in Hope Cemetery 

When Hope Cemetery’s roads were constructed in the 

1800s and early 1900s, vehicles were narrower and fewer 

in number. Fast forward to 2021 and we now have many 

vehicles moving into and through the cemetery on roads 

that were never meant to accommodate cars passing each 

other or passing parked cars.  The Hillside section and 

traffic going to the Hope Woods parking area are of biggest 

concern, and a traffic circulation plan has been developed. 

If you enter the cemetery by the far entrance up off Barnard 

Lane, please note traffic signs guiding cars to the Hillside 

area and the Hope Woods trailhead.  Exiting from Hillside 

or Hope Woods will require a one-way drive around Hillside and exiting back at the far entrance. 

Parking areas for visitors to Hillside or Hope Woods are marked by signage.  Please do not park 

on the lanes in that area. 

Did You Know… 

This Celtic Cross marks the graves of Robert Curtis Ogden (1836-

1913) and his wife Ellen Lewis Ogden (c.1839 – 1909). The Celtic 

Cross has been a symbol of both culture and faith for more than 1,500 

years and probably far longer than that. According to popular legend, 

the Celtic Cross was introduced by St. Patrick when he was converting 

the pagans in Ireland to Christianity. The symbolism of the Celtic 

Cross is indicative of the human desire to know and experience the 

unfolding mystery of life. The arms of the cross offer four ways to 

ascension, an invitation to objectively know nature, wisdom, god/

goddess, and the self. The circles around the intersection of the cross 

represent unification, totality, wholeness and inclusion. 

 

Source: https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/the-symbolic-meaning-of-the-celtic-cross 
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Long Range Plan 

Recognizing that the funeral industry is undergoing some shifts in options that are available for 

caring for human remains, the Board of Hope Cemetery Corporation created a Long Range 

Planning Committee. The committee continues to look at appropriate use of our existing open and 

wooded areas.  There remains space for burials into the next century. The goal is to best meet the 

needs of families experiencing the loss of loved ones in the near and far future while maintaining 

our commitment to the garden style landscape architecture. 

Reminders to Deed Holders 

Hope Cemetery’s Rules & Regulations state that potted plants must be removed by Columbus 

Day and winter decorations may be in place from December 1 through March 31. Pick up a copy 

of the Rules and Regulations from the mailbox by the cemetery office or from our website. 
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Outstanding Achievement Award 

We are proud, honored, and humbled to have received jointly with Kennebunk Land Trust the 

Outstanding Achievement Award from the Kennebunk-Kennebunkport-Arundel Chamber of 

Commerce. This award recognizes an individual or group for going above and beyond in 

contributing to the three towns, one community the Chamber serves. We received the award in 

recognition of the Universally Accessible Trail Project and for Hope Woods being a safe haven 

during the pandemic. 

To quote from the presentation speech: “When 

our world shut down in the spring of 2020, 

Hope Woods was one of the only open spaces 

that remained open for exercise, for refuge, for 

clarity...it was one of the only places we could 

“safely” escape the virus and the worries of the 

world….  Work on the Universally Accessible 

Trail was completed this spring... That too 

provides hope for a new crowd, whether that’s 

someone in a wheelchair or new moms and 

dads pushing strollers.”  

Hope Woods was also voted by Chamber 

members and the general public as the Silver 

Award winner for Best Trail/Walk in the annual 

Drive to be the Best competition. 

Guided Walks in Hope Woods  

Gordon Collins, Maine Master Naturalist, Vice President of Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods, and Project 
Manager for the Universally Accessible Trail Project, has been hosting guided walks of the Universally 
Accessible Trail each month since the trail was officially opened in May.  Two more walks are scheduled for 
Sunday, October 17th at 1:00 PM and Sunday, November 14th at 1:00 PM. Registration is required. To sign 
up, email us at friendsofhcw@gmail.com or call 207-985-0990. 

Collaboration with Town of Kennebunk 

In cooperation with the Town of Kennebunk, Friends 

of Hope Cemetery & Woods volunteers have made 

significant improvements to the Red Trail at Wiggins 

Pond.  Decayed boardwalk intended to avoid muddy 

wet areas was removed and replaced with 90 feet of 

boardwalk and a 10-foot bridge over Scotchman’s 

Brook.  These improvements provide a firm stable 

surface for walkers, allow small amphibians 

unobstructed access to water, encourage natural 

revegetation, and reduce silts from the trail entering 

Scotchman’s Brook.  Visitors will be pleased to see 

this area is safe and enjoyable for walking once again. 
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l-r: Sarah Stanley (Kennebunk Land Trust), Betsy Stevens (Hope Cemetery 

Corporation), George Harrington (Friends of Hope Cemetery & Woods) 
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PO Box 1550 
Kennebunk, ME 04043 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Donations Received 

We offer our sincere thanks to the following 

generous donors for gifts received since the 

publication of our last newsletter: 

Shelia Adams 

June Amabile 

David Bell & Nancy Treadwell 

Catherine & Jeffrey Charles 

Constance & Richard Deck 

Rita Drew 

George C. Harrington & Diantha C. Harrington 

Patsy Hemeon 

Priscilla Kenney 

Susan McDevitt & Kevin Gillis 

David & Jaye Moore 

Alexander Purves 

James & Marjory Smith 

Faith Strobel 

Maurice Subilia 

Gifts were received in memory of: 

    Ralph J. Amabile, Jr. 

    Henry Silas Perkins 

 

With the support of our donors we’ve 

accomplished a great deal, but there is more to 

be done!   

Checks may be made payable to Friends of Hope 

Cemetery & Woods and may be mailed to: 

PO Box 1550 

Kennebunk, ME 04043 

 

Donations can be made securely online via the 

Friends page on our website: 

www.hopecemeterykennebunk.com 

 

Friends of  

Hope Cemetery & Woods  

is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. 


